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“Drought Restrictions Not Lifted”
Dear Skalleagues and friends, last month I opened the newsletter by paying homage and respects to family and friends of the late Karl Twiggs and this month is no different.  On Friday 15 July I heard that Thana Holt who was one of the founding members not to mention driving forces behind Young Skal in Cape Town had succumbed to cancer.  Thana was a lovely young person who was really cut down in her prime at the tender age of only 29 years.  Many will remember that Thana was a recipient of funding from the Vlorimund Volckaert fund to assist with her ailment and we all came to know about this through a very moving letter of recognition from her sister.  We wish her family and friends our sincerest condolences in Thana’s passing.

In Nelson Mandela Bay we have had two things happen recently which were quite shocking and we most certainly are not used to either.  Firstly we had torrential rainfall which has assisted in almost filling our catchment dams and the second thing is bitter cold which is something that we very seldom experience.  Even with the rain fall we have still not had water restrictions lifted or even relaxed, this is a very disturbing decision by our Metro which I am sure in the near future will result in some form of a protest action.  What is really interesting is to see all the spring plants flowering and the winter plants lying dormant, so even the plant life is confused, it is not just me.
And, of course, we cannot forget to talk about the negative impact that the economy is having on our business.  We hear from SA Tourism that arrivals are up, but I do not see these alleged tourists travelling through our neck of the woods, one has to sit and wonder how many of these tourist arrivals are once again the Zimbabwean and Mozambique shoppers and traders crossing on a daily basis, maybe the economic situation is worse there and they are crossing more regularly to try and do business here, a point of view that I have.  Regardless of the alleged increase in arrivals we saw the closure of an icon on Thursday the 30 June 2011 when the King Edward Hotel closed their doors, and a short while before that the 34 Degrees South Restaurant at the Boardwalk closed their doors.  When established businesses such as these close their doors it is really time to take notice of what is happening around us.

On a more positive note we have the Tri-Nations rugby match in Nelson Mandela Bay next month and I am very happy to say that I will be there in the SA Breweries box enjoying the match in comfort.  We are also looking at a potentially great December with the Rugby Sevens followed by the National Junior Chess championships.

So here’s to a great next few months. 

Last Lunch
On Tuesday 12 July 2011 we all gathered at the Cattle Baron Restaurant for a wonderful buffet lunch in the usual good company that we always have at these events.  The wine was fantastic thanks to Bev Treadway from Meridian Wine Merchants who sponsored us, and of course the food was brilliant thanks to Cattle Baron team.  
We once again had a few reasons to celebrate at this lunch, firstly we had a quest speaker in the form of Monique from Shout Media who explained the concept that they are running with for touch screen advertising at a very nominal cost.  The second reason for celebration was that we inducted two new members into the club, namely Andrew Binning who owns Inkanyezi Events and the Algoa Bay Bed and Breakfast, and Hennie Pieterse who owns Imbizo Safaris.  It is  pleasure to invite both of these individuals into the fold and we hope that the relationship will be lasting and beneficial.
Next Function
Our next lunch function will be taking place at the Sacremento restaurant on Tuesday 16 August 2011, 12.45 for 13.00.  The Restaurant is situated in the village of Schoenmakers Kop.  Access to the restaurant can be either turning down Victoria Drive from Heugh Road in Walmer (shorter route), when you reach the “T-junction” with the ocean in front of you, you turn right and will find the restaurant on your right approximately 1.5km down this road.  Alternatively you can follow Marine drive past the back of the university, past the Willows and you eventually drive into the village of Schoenmakers Kop, as the road turns right to go in land you keep on straight for approximately 1.5km.  This is a great little restaurant where we have had some amazing meals situated in a really beautiful environment, so please consider joining us and please RSVP by Monday 15 August 2011 to gm@humewoodhotel.co.za.  
Forth Coming Event

During the weekend of 12 to 14 August 2011 we will be holding the National Skal Bi-annual meeting which will be hosted by the Garden Route club in Oudtshoorn.  The event will be taking place at Turnberry Boutique Hotel.  If you are interested in attending please contact me to get more information and booking forms.  This is an ideal opportunity to see just how Skal works and also to network with Skallegues from around the country, the entire Nelson Mandela Bay committee will be in attendance, so you will definitely know someone there. 
July and August Birthdays
Keith Murcott – 1 July
Hennie Pieterse – 26 July
Tina Hon – 28 August

A very big happy birthday hug and kiss goes out to these individuals, we hope that the celebrations are enjoyable and that you will all still be with us for many years to come.

Closing Thought

“Four Steps to Happiness
1. Accept your limitations
2. Seize your opportunity
3. Enjoy the good of the hour
4. Improve the bad and if you can’t then let it drop 
Unknown author”
Committee Contacts

Pierre Kolesky

082 657 5577
Lemien De Ridder
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Keith Murcott
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Dave Snuggs

083 459 5740
Website
To access information on the organisation Skal International please visit the website www.skal.org, and for local content the South African website can be visited at wwwskalsouthafrica.org 
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