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Warm greetings to you all from your new Secretary.  I have taken over the reins from Lorraine and it is such an act to follow that I am a tad late with last month’s update!

FUNCTIONS

April’s function was a Speed Marketing event where participants had 3 minutes to sell their product, combined with a Medieval dinner hosted by HRH Jean-Claude MacMenamin of the Royal House of Protea Hilton Hotel and presided over by HRPresident Melanie Veness.  Although we had a small turn out of 8 Members and 3 Guests, we are hoping to grow this initiative into the future.
Our President Mel attended the Bi-Annual of Skal Clubs of SA in Somerset West in March at the Straightway Country Hotel and the news that it had burnt down last month during a runaway fire came as a huge shock and owner Gary Pinchen has no doubt received the necessary support from fellow Skalleagues who are in a position to assist him where necessary.

Milton Academy of Music from the USA held a very successful jazz concert on 14 March at Hilton College organized by our Treasurer Stanton Goodenough on behalf of Howick Rotary.  They have been visiting our country every two years for sometime now and run outreach programmes with various schools around the country.
Skal Durban will be hosting their annual Indaba Skal Lunch on the 9th May.  Book your seat to network with Skalleagues from around the world with Durban Secretary Gill Slaughter at gills@turnergroup.co.za or Treasurer Phyllis Hartley Phyllis@xloceanair.co.za
MEMBERSHIP

Your Committee extends a warm welcome to Jean-Claude McMenamin, General Manager of the newly renovated Protea Hilton Hotel and Paul Laing, General Manager of Redlands Hotel, both of whom were approved for membership in April.




MOVERS AND SHAKERS
The reason that I am now in the envious position of Club Secretary is that our Founder Members Dick Jones and Lorraine Bryant are relocating up Zululand side within the next month or so.  Our very existence as Club No.610 is due to their efforts way back in 1993 and they have both served their time as President, Vice President, Committee Member, Secretary and General Dogsbody with aplomb.  Dick also served a term as National President.  Their contribution to Tourism in the Midlands and South Africa is immense as they respectively headed up Pietermaritzburg Tourism Association, sat on tourism advisory forums and currently run Tourism Education Trust which brings Tourism into classrooms around the country.  
Popular landmark venue, Crossways, previously owned and now managed by Skalleague Adrian McWilliams, has undergone an extensive makeover and is now trading as OLD MAIN BREWERY with their very own brew made on site, allowing Patrons to view the process while dining.  
Our regular Skal Quiz participants will be glad to hear that the Pub has been declared a smoke free zone!
TOURISM INITIATIVES

Friends of the Falls – This initiative continues to receive positive feedback from Visitors and local Residents.  I don’t have March’s figures to hand but as at 18th April, the Howick Falls experienced 6640 Visitors for the month which works out at an average of 390 per day.  To boost their Volunteer Tourist Ambassador base, they are looking to local Business’ to post an Employee onto the Duty Roster once a month or weekly at best.  Apart from supporting this worthwhile project, it will also be an opportunity for them to reach current and prospective Customers.  Contact Stan Goodenough at h99@mweb.co.za for details.
Tourism Education Trust – Lorraine Bryant reports that with the Easter holidays behind us, she is scheduling visits to put tourism learning materials into several schools in the Midlands and Drakensberg areas - thanks to R2 500 in sponsorship from our Skal Club. The TET's main objective is to take tourism into the rural areas where there is little or no perception of tourism and no infrastructure for tourism. With its tourism-related materials, TET explains how tourism is pivotal to almost everything and demonstrates that tourism has become a career option for school-leavers. TET materials are used for any and every learning area, but with tourism words, sentences, pictures and activities, and the entire project is complemented by six colour posters for each grade. Many ideas have sprung up from schools using the TET project - making their own posters using items relevant to a particular area; producing their own posters in colour and selling them to raise funds; theme evenings on tourism for parents of scholars learning about tourism; and providing an excellent foundation for learners who have already decided to pursue tourism as a career (after being exposed to TET materials for 3 or 4 years). Teachers who have become bored with the "same old story" every day in the classroom have now found a new and much more exciting product to stimulate the learners - and also themselves!  Contact Lorraine at tour.ed32@gmail.com to find out how your local schools can benefit from this programme.
Midlands Meander Education Project continues in its quest to bring environmental awareness to Midlands schoolchildren, allowing them to develop into curious and sensitive adults who can have a positive impact on their communities.  Visit their website www.mmaep.co.za for inspiration.
Skal Garden Route have been hugely busy with festivals, golf days, cycle events, Slow Town initiative and impressively are busy developing a Skills Development Training School – well done to President Pam Snyman and team. 
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SKÅL INTERNATIONAL - Professionals in Tourism, business amongst friends.  SKÅL founded 1934, is the largest organisation of professionals and tourism leaders around the world, promoting global tourism and friendship.  It is the only international group uniting all branches of the travel and tourism industry.  Its members, the industry’s managers and executives, meet at local, national, regional and international levels to discuss and pursue topics of common interest.
