[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Skal International Nelson Mandela Bay 
April 2011 Newsletter

“Iron Man Issue”
Dear Skalleagues and friends, we have had a great start to the month of April with the International Iron Man event which took place on Sunday 10 April 2011 and all the surrounding events which took place leading up to this event.

We are also very happy and proud to have “cracked the nod” regarding the allocation of the South African leg of the Rugby Sevens series which will be taking place in December during the first half of December 2011.  According to people that I know in George, this event brings in a huge amount of people and although the event is only over a period of two days the build up is quite big, so we can look forward to a good beginning to December.

What greatly perturbs me though is the bidding process that is being used currently.  Our Metro is responsible for all bids and I wonder how they are selecting the bids that they are submitting and how they are making guarantees when no one in the tourism market is being contacted (to the best of my knowledge).  I must look at the week that Iron Man took place, we had Iron Man, Neil Diamond, a National Swimming Gala, a National Water Polo tournament, Smokie, a number of great events but to have them all in the same week does not make a lot of sense to me, we should be looking at spreading the opportunities over a bigger period so that PE is not only busy at certain times and dead quiet for the rest.

This morning I received numerous e-mails informing me of a disaster that befell fellow Skalleagues Gary Pinchen who is the owner of the Straight Way Head Hotel that was destroyed in the fire that raged through the Somerset West area during the past weekend.  What brings this particular hotel even more into the immediate face of things is that the National Meeting of Skal clubs was held there three short weeks ago.  Our heartfelt thoughts go out to Gary, his family and staff who must all be devastated by this disaster.  This is an area where Skalleagues can really help and I am aware that local members are in contact with Gary to lend assistance.
Looking to the future, a lot of us will be attending the annual Indaba Tourism show case in Durban in a few short weeks.  To those that are making the journey best wishes, safe travelling and do some amazing business.  Whilst you are in Durban at the Indaba please remember that the annual Indaba Skal lunch takes place at the Hilton Hotel on Monday 9 May 2011, 12 noon for 12.30 in Ball Room One which is on Upper Level B.  The cost for this event is R230.00 per person and can be pre-booked by contacting Gill Slaughter on Telephone 0832690279 or e-mail gills@turnergroup.co.za.  This event always attracts international members who are attending Indaba and is a great place to do some networking with other national members, there are never less that 80 people attending which means 80 potential business partners.
Functions
On Wednesday 13 April 2011 we gathered at the Humewood Hotel for a Breakfast function which had a whole lot of new faces in attendance and as we ran this as a membership development breakfast we also have recruited some new members.  It was a fantastic even at which everyone who attended received a nice gift from Ciro Coffee and also everyone left with a prize from our lucky draw.  Thanks must go our to Ciro for their kind sponsorship, Chris Hudson and Kirsten Oosthuizen, and to all the other sponsors of the event, but especially to the committee who did a fabulous job of putting it all together.

The next lunch function will be taking place at Bonamia Restaurant, which is situated at the shopping centre at the start of Walker Drive which leads to Sherwood.  The menu for this function is:
Menu

Greek Salad

*  *  *  *  *

Fish of the Day

or

Pork served with Fig and Ltchi
The price is R120.00 per person with the times being 12.30 for 12.45.
Please RSVP to Dave Snuggs, gm@humewoodhotel.co.za.  

Due to Indaba this function will only take place on Tuesday 17 May 2011, so please diarise this date.

The next function following will be on Tuesday 14 June 2011 and will be held at the Rose Garden on William Moffat Express Way, we have had some amazing meals there already and I am sure that Ina will go out of her way to make us feel at home.  As a matter of interest Ina was a founding members of the Garden Route Skal club.
April Birthdays
Annelize Abdoll – 1 April
Closing Thought

A passport, as I'm sure you know, is a document that one shows to government officials whenever one reaches a border between countries, so the officials can learn who you are, where you were born, and how you look when photographed unflatteringly.  ~Lemony Snicket
Committee Contacts

Pierre Kolesky

082 657 5577
Lemien De Ridder

042 234 0323

Keith Murcott


083 654 0752

Dave Snuggs

083 459 5740
Website
To access information on the organisation Skal International please visit the website www.skal.travel, and for local content the South African website can be visited at wwwskalsouthafrica.org 









S K Å L   I N T E R N A T I O N A L   N E L S O N   M A N D E L A   B A Y


MEMBER OF SKÅL INTERNATIONAL


International Association of Travel and Tourism Professionals


Funded 1934








